Christopher Boone
Arizona State University
BES/CAP LTER

Changing ecosystem
preferences over time



Ecosystem services: 3 points

1. Socially defined

2. Service depends on contexts of time, place,
and culture

3. Transition from sanitary to sustainable city
and managing change for societal benefit
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Sanitary City
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http://canalscape.asu.edu/
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Clean, uncluttered concrete

= " just don't like trees,” Mrs. Joseph
Lisiecki said. "l don't like greenery.
| like clean, uncluttered concrete.”
(in reference to city’s tree-planting
program in East Baltimore.) "If |
wanted a tree, I'd move to the
suburbs,” Mrs. Lisiecki said. "l live in
the city. | love the city. We have
parks. It's nice to look at a tree once
in a while. Butldon’t want one in
front of my house.”

= Baltimore Sun, 1967

= “lwas underthe impression that all
people like to have trees planted in
front of their houses until | started
planting trees in front of houses.”
= CharlesYoung (Sun, 1946)



Inheritance

‘My father didn't like trees, my grandfather didn't like trees, so | don't like trees.’

Baltimore Sun, 1956



Ask, don't tell

BIG CITY

For Urban Tree Planters, Concrete Is the Easy Part

DOMINUS

RE IEND
Arthur Simpson, a professional forester, always thought that E TwiTTER
evervone likes a tree.

E-MAIL

@, Enlarge This Image  LThen he moved to New York.

N N "It's O.K. if we ask for it, but
“It's not unusual for people to say they
{"1011-1 want it,” said Mr. Simpson, the [ REFRINTS you Ca nlt te | | U S We h ave to

" referring to whatever tree the city ShARE

has resolved to plant in a swatch of h ave It "

sidewalk or other public space. Mr.

Simpson is privy to some of those

objections because he works for the

New York City Department of Parks

and Recreation, one of 40 or so foresters helping to execute
Related Mayor Michael E. Bloomb on-tree initiative, a
Atz Pa antic Apartment  Plan the mayor announced (one year ago this week) to

3 blitz the city’s five boroughs with a million tree

2017.

If vou're a forester perversely inclined to ply vour trade in
makes now a pretty good time to make a go of it. The city

ar, a good majority of them hailing from places where

based opera singer whom he met at a party. Now he lives in Queens.




Managing change

Educate and ask

. Best science

_osses and local
-lexible delivery

-or reducing inequities
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Land Cover

Percent Tree Canopy
Cover

Median family income L87%%
Percent white 436%%
Percent renter -.402%%*
Population density -.383%*
Percent Hispanic -.338%%

Percent African-American -.249%*

Percent in Poverty,
1999







