LTER Network Office

The Network

The National Science Foundation created the

Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) Network in
1980. The Network provides the scientific community,
policy makers, and society with the knowledge and pre-
dictive understanding to conserve, protect, and
manage the nation’s ecosystems, their biodiversity, and
the services they provide. Its 26 sites are distributed
from the Arctic to the Antarctic and from Polynesia

to the Caribbean.
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The LTER Network Office (LNO) was founded in 1983 These collaborations encourage activity among

to support and coordinate research, education, and gov- disciplines as envisioned in the Decadal Plan for LTER.
ernance activities for the Network. Specifically, Additional benefits include distributed data services and
the LNO: their use for new synthetic research, standards of practice

for ecological information management, new cyber-
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physical scientists, social scientists, computer scientists,
and information technologists, thus providing opportuni-
ties for increasing synthesis and expanding collaborations.
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The LNO provides critical services in support of the research and education goals of the LTER Network, represents the
Network in its interactions with other scientific networks and organizations, facilitates the operation of the Network
as a cohesive research entity, and fosters new, broadly-based initiatives that extend ITER science, education, and

cyberinfrastructure to new communities.

Cyberinfrastructure support

LTER science is intricately linked with developments in cyber-
infrastructure (CI). The LNO supports CI within the Network
by offering services that meet the needs of the community and
keep pace with evolving technology. The LNO is responsible
for developing and implementing the LTER Network
Information System, and through an inclusive process of
gathering input from community collaborators, investigators,
and information managers, it provides leadership, coordination,
and support for computing and communication,

information technology, and workforce development for the
LTER Network. LNO’s CI activities support synthetic research
and important data products such as the EcoTrends database,
and LNO staff provide on-site, group, and individualized
consulting services for improving and maturing information

management practices for sites.
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LNO staff designed and implemented a web interface to access LTER site data
through the EcoTrends project.

Development and outreach

The LNO’s development, outreach, and training activities
support Network sites in sharing their achievements and
successes with the general public. Communication and
information resources include tools and products such as
brochures, newsletters, a traveling display, and a public
website that highlight network activities and achievements.
The LNO also manages a private intranet portal for LTER
scientists to access Network information resources, such as
archives of meeting documents, technical reports, and other
network publications that underpin and support network

level endeavors.
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Training workshops bring critical technologies and skills to
LTER sites and groups such as members of the Information
Management Committee. Photo by John Sumrow.
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The LNO organizes regular training sessions for LTER
scientists and information managers at its state-of-the-art
training facilities. Recent topics have ranged from information
management and emerging technologies to enhancing research
through information technology.
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Core services

In response to requests from the LTE
committees, the LNO provides a ra
support the activities of the LTER

Event Support
Meeting logistics, technology infr
lab

Email Support
Mailing lists, aliases, webmail,
protection

Hosting Services
Web site, database, domain na:
servers

Consulting Services
Website design and construction,
construction, server design and co

Synthesis working groups
Review and funding, meeting pl
infrastructure

Database support
Personnel, site bibliography, data
hydrology, remotely-sensed data

Collaboration support

Video teleconference hosting, co
hosting



