Minutes, International Committee

September 29, 2010

Introductions:
Kristin Vanderbilt:  Associate Research Professor, UNM.  Chair ILTER IM Committee for four years.  

Patrick Bourgeron:  University of Colorado.  Engaged in reorganization of ILTER from 2003 to 2006, when Strategic Plan approved. 

Dave Hartnett:  24 years at KSU.  Works with ILTER in sub-Saharan Africa, mainly Botswana and South Africa.   Konza got funding to internationalize grasslands studies.

Chris Madden:  FCE.  Involved in Everglades Restoration, coastal studies, ecosystem modeling.  Has research collaborations in Mexico, Panama, Scandinavia (Sweden, Denmark)

Chuck Redman:  co-director of CAP LTER, IGERT.  Has international connections with Finland, Sweden (Stockholm Resilience Center), UNAM (Mexico City).  Wants to help establish connections in Latin America.  

Tiffany Troxler:  Wetland Ecologist at FCE.  Has research in Panama, Scandinavia (Int’l Tundra Experiment), Pantanal (Brazil)
Rinku Roy Chowdhury:  Geographer, Indiana.  Studies Land Use/Land Change using GIS.  Has research in Mexico, and wants better connections with MEX LTER group.  Interested in seeing better connections between social and ecological sciences.

Jim Tang:  MBL:  Works at Harvard Forest and Toolik Lake LTERs.  Collaborates with CERN, ChinaFlux.  Is comparing phenology in China to that in forests of NE US.  Also has interests in Kenya via a PIRE project.

Sieglinde Snapp:  Biogeochemist in agroecosystems.  Has research in Malawi.   Going to China to investigate research there on agroecosystem services.  Wants to support managed ecosystem research internationally.

Bob  Waide:  UNM.  LNO director.  Has research in Latin America.  Connections to Spanish and Portuguese LTER sites.  Has a proposal pending with FCE, LUQ, and Mex LTER.   

Bill McDowell:  LUQ biogeochemist.  Has a 10-year collaboration with scientists in Czech Republic.  Connections to Brazil also.

2. Background on ILTER and International Committee (Patrick reporting)
a. IC was born in 2003 to formalize with Jim Gosz and Bob Waide had done

b. In 2003, volunteers were requested for IC.  Committee had three charges

i. Make ILTER a viable organization

ii. Facilitate relationships between US scientists and int’l scientists

iii. Develop a science program

c. Steve Hamburg and Patrick Bourgeron developed vision for ILTER, and along with ILTER leaders and consultants prepared a Strategic Plan that was adopted in 2006.  The plan shows the unique characteristics of the ILTER.

d. ILTER has become a vibrant organization.  Patrick leads the Ecosystem Services research initiative.

3. Committee web page

a. How can it be made a useful resource for students, faculty to find people having connections internationally?

i. We could poll network and compile list of people doing international work

ii. What about LNO PersonnelDB – could it be modified to include international interests that could be searched on?

1. People don’t keep profiles up to date

iii. Perhaps we should compile a spreadsheet of committee members and their interests, countries with connections.   Post on web page
iv. Specific app for this work – Drupal page?

v. Action Item (Kristin will investigate possibilities further).

4. Discussion of Committee Activities:

a. Patrick:  What NSF wants from IC:

i. Development of science initiatives

ii.  For LTER to determine what other networks it makes sense to collaborate with.

b. Kristin:  Wants to facilitate graduate student opportunities to do research internationally

c. Dave Hartnett:  

i. LTER should support opportunities for grad students to work internationally, get experience in another context.  Konza had a Summer Study Abroad program in southern Africa.  Valuable experience.   Need to find ways to enhance opportunities at different LTER sites, make opportunities available network-wide.   

1. OTS model – could it be expanded elsewhere?

2. Formalize LTER-sponsored study abroad

ii. Explore possible research opportunities with other groups.  For instance, the International Peace Parks Foundation in Cape Town wants to do research that extends across borders.  Could IC get in touch with that group?

d. Chris Madden:  Has seen good results with LUQ’s sister sites.  Would like to see workshops, proposals, etc. to enhance US and MEX networks.

e. Chuck Redman:  

i. Endorses notion of supporting grad student opportunities

ii. Wants to support emerging programs

iii. Would like to share Best Practices – for instance, how best to get stakeholder input

f. Tiffany Troxler:

i. Portal for data access needed for international groups

ii. LTER could support infrastructure to aid collaborations

iii. For grad student/junior faculty engagement – notes that lots of field stations are underutilized.  IC could help find ways to take advantage of field stations for grad student reciprocal visits.

g. Rinku Roy Chowdhury
i. Wants to connect strongly with MEX LTER.   
ii. Thematic-bridging –social and ecological science traditions

iii. Best Practices – socioecological bridging

iv. Suggests profiling cross-cutting research on website

v. Other international associations – highlight GLP and human dimensions work.  Organize a session at GLP meeting?

h. Jim Tang:

i. Organize data synthesis work

ii. Collect data in US and other countries

iii. Make cross-site comparison.  Possible topics:  phenology, N deposition, community diversity changes

i. Sieglinde Snapp:

i. Best practices

1. For instance, at KBS they are revisiting the biogeochemistry book by Phil Robertson.  Updating methods in a community of practice approach using a wiki.  Could this approach be used to broadly collect and disseminate best practices?  
ii. Coupled Human-Natural Systems 
iii. Committee should be engaged in fostering wide awareness of opportunities for grad students abroad

1. Would a panel at an LTER ASM be helpful?

j. Bob Waide

i. Has heard three themes recurring:

1. Strengthen partner to partner relationships

2. Expand range of partnerships

3. Provide more depth in relationship between ILTER and LTER

ii. Suggests focusing on networks LTER has convergence of interest with

iii. Student trips:  Japan/China trip – bring to attention of students

iv. Approach NSF to figure out best approaches to maintain student programs

v. Need to include Canada in North America regional network

k. Kate Lajtha:  
i. Committee needs to emphasize network to network activities, less person to person collaborations.  

l. General discussion:

i. Would a mini-symposium for NSF focusing attention on international projects be useful?  

1. Could formalize need for co-funding (get money from directorates besides Ecosystems).

2. Need to find out who the NSF liaison with LTER is – Deandra Beck?  

ii. Action Item (Patrick)

1. Will prepare bullets for NSF on

a. What LTER has done internationally

b. What LTER could do internationally

5. Volunteers:

a. North American Regional Committee:   Patrick Bourgeron, Chris Madden, Rinku Roy Chowdhury, Chuck Redman

b. Citizen Science initiative from Eeva Furman:  Sieglinde Snapp particularly interested in.   Furman document forwarded to all. 

6. Election of co-chair:

a. Kristin elected to serve two-year term beginning now.  
