Conference Call International Committee:  April 26, 2011

Members present:  Bill McDowell, Chris Maser, Rinku Chowdhury, Kristin Vanderbilt, Jim, Tiffany Troxler, Patrick Bourgeron
Patrick update:  Email to Phil and Scott regarding dues, secretariat, ideas for workshops

ILTER is dues based. Gholz offered $10K to ILTER four or five years ago, but it was never paid.  Gholz also offered $50K towards the secretariat to support a director who would liaise with member networks and also do fund raising.   The amount that NSF can now offer is not known.  Nancy Huntley will get back to us.  
More history:  Patrick and Steve got a grant from NSF in 2004-2005 to work with a consulting firm to reorganize ILTER.   ICSU wanted to absorb ILTER, but ILTER decided to remain independent.   

Patrick has also submitted a Symposium proposal for 2012 Climate Under Pressure about how the LTER concept can inform climate research.  

Patrick has also submitted a Symposium proposal to EcoSummit, to be held in Ohio.  Rinku is interested in working on this.  
Bill McDowell:  Subcommittee (Bill, Tiffany, Kristin, Chris, and Chuck) submitted proposal to NSF “Catalyzing New International Collaborations” program for a workshop in Mexico where a proposal would be outlined to compare watersheds in the US and Mexico.   Mexico has submitted a parallel proposal to support their scientists and students. 

Discussion of SIP:   How should we connect with other networks, and what networks should we target?  
Jim Tang:  Will be going to Beijing in two weeks, and would be happy to set up a meeting with CERN to talk about connections.   

Networks could be social science as well as ecology networks.   For instance, Council of Latin American Geographers might be a good place to have a session that involves US and Mexican geographers interested in water questions.   

Critical Zone Observatories could also be a good target, although the international component is not well developed.   Bill McDowell is member of Luquillo CZO and Mark Williams is a member of Niwot CZO.  Bill will attend CZO All Hands meeting soon, and will report back on CZO interest in international activities.  

Bill and Rinku agreed to write a summary of their ideas for how to coordinate with other networks.   Rinku suggested the bottom-up approach – organizing sessions at meetings.  

Data Synthesis across ILTER networks – could this be a session at EcoSummit?  No, but might be done in another venue.    Terry Parr has submitted 250K Pd proposal to jumpstart ILTER science.   In that proposal, Patrick stated that NSF would be asked for money to support a workshop in the US for 15 US scientists and many ILTER scientists in order to define science agenda.  
Discussion of ILTER Science Agenda

Patrick discussed High Mountain initiative.  

Phenology was suggested as another focus area.  Jim Tang offered to write a description of how this could become a science initiative for ILTER.  

Paper about how ILTER Networks can be utilized for broad scientific research
Could a paper for BioScience be written on this topic?   Patrick will send out his slide show on the science agenda.  This could be the basis for such a paper.   

Face-to-Face Meeting at ESA
Jim will be there, but not Rinku, Tiffany, Chris, of Patrick.  Meeting unlikely.  
