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NSF’s LTER Program

• Began in 1980 with 6  sites 

• Now: 24 field sites, 1 Network Office

• 6 USFS collaborative sites (other agencies)

• $19M annual budget ($16M core)

• 5 NSF Directorates contribute to core funding





NSF LTER Sites 
in the U.S. and 
the Antarctic



Urban research in Baltimore and Phoenix





(Robertson, Paul, and Harwood, 2000. Science 289:1922-1925)

Agricultural research in Michigan 



McMurdo Dry Valleys, Antarctica



LTER FOCI:

Keeping the science at the frontier -
pushing the paradigms

Network/cross-site/Int. research

Information management 

Education and outreach



2001 – 2010: 

“The Decade of Synthesis”





LTER Funding Sources at NSF (FY 02)



LTER education funding: 

• REUs
• UMEB 
• Grad students
• Post-docs
• RAMHSS
• ROAs
• Professional Training (e.g., in IM, expt. 

Design), incl. INT 
• Schoolyard LTERs



Opportunities for Enhancing 
the Use of LTER Sites and 

Projects in Education
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