Minutes from IC Meeting on 1/19/2011
Present:  Kristin Vanderbilt, Patrick Bourgeron, Tiffany Troxler, Chris Madden, Jim Tang, Rinku Chowdhury, Bill McDowell, Chuck Redman, Bob Waide, Kate Lajtha
Patrick sent several documents to the committee to bring them up to speed on ILTER and IC activities over the last few years.   They included the ILTER Strategic Plan and ILTER Science Agenda, as well as recent presentations by Maass and Parr from the 2010 ILTER meeting.    

Action Item:   Bob Waide suggested that these documents be placed in the LNO Document archive or attached to the International Committee web page.   Patrick said that the documents archived would include all reports from all years, and should also include the proposal to fund the Strategic Plan development.   Bob said to let him know where the documents should go and he would have them uploaded. 

Patrick discussed his visit to NSF and meeting with Nancy Huntly.  He stressed that the role of the IC has been to help reorganize ILTER as a mechanism for doing substantive science.   
Patrick discussed the need to involve committee members in several key projects, including a project to foster student involvement in an international context and also science projects.

Kristin discussed the idea for an ecohydrology workshop in Mexico that grad students would attend.   A proposal needs to be written to the “Catalyzing New International Interactions” NSF program.   The hope is that the students would initiate a cross-site data analysis and the senior scientists present would define a research project to propose in an RCN.   Volunteers to be on the subcommittee to work on this project are:  Bill McDowell (lead), Tiffany Troxler, Chris Madden, and Kristin Vanderbilt.   It was also recommended that we find some stellar graduate students to help organize the workshop.  

There was discussion on data availability for an ecohydrology workshop.   Rinku is working with global long-term precipitation datasets that include the Yucatan, and this data is readily available.  

Dave Hartnett mentioned that some Konzans are interested in the Ecohydrology effort:

Gwen McPherson – University of Kansas (?)
Jesse Nippert – Plant physiological ecologist who uses stable isotopes to track water movement

Walter Dodds

Another workshop in the works is one to support the Ecosystem Services and Vulnerability effort with the UK.   The purpose of the workshop is to develop new ideas and write a paper.   Rinku and Chuck offered to help with this proposal, also to the NSF Catalyzing New Int’l Interactions” program.

Patrick discussed a Mountain Initiatives program he would like to launch with the ILTER.  ILTER is a natural network to utilize since there are mountains in Alps, China, Japan, Taiwan, South America and elsewhere to include.   This proposal would go to the RCN program.   Patrick asked the committee for their perspective on circulating a “Vision Plan” for the mountain network to the whole LTER.    This led to the discussion of development of a database of people who have international connections.   IC should consider requesting that fields be added to the Personnel database.   
Action Item:   Patrick and Kristin will discuss doing a poll to find out where people work.  

Action Item:  Patrick stated that he would be having a phone conversation with the folks interested in the North American Strategy in the next two weeks.   

Rinku noted that there are intramural funding sources that could also be used to support workshops.  Some of them specifically target international collaborations.   

