
MASTER SERVICE-WIDE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between the

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

And the

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOREST SERVICE

07-SU-1113-2650-262
This Master Service-Wide Memorandum of Understanding (SU) is made and entered into between the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service, herein referred to as USDA FS, and the National Science Foundation, herein referred to as NSF.  

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this SU is to document the continued cooperation of the USDA FS and NSF and to outline the responsibilities by which they may engage in continued productive cooperative activities through the Long-Term Ecological Research (LTER) Program.  These activities may be furthered by augmentation of existing programs and possibly through addition of new project sites to the LTER Network.  Further, increased attention by LTER projects to the interactions among ecological processes and people at local to regional scales, creates additional opportunities for cooperative NSF-USDA FS activities involving USDA FS-administered lands and research projects not now directly engaged at current or potential LTER sites.  

II. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS AND INTERESTS

NSF initiated the LTER program in 1980 to support long-term studies of ecosystems, including productivity, nutrient cycling, trophic interactions, hydrology, and effects of natural and anthropogenic disturbance processes.  LTER has grown from an initial six NSF-supported projects in 1980 to 26 projects since 2004 at sites in North America, the Caribbean, the South Pacific and Antarctica.  NSF support is also provided to the LTER Network Office that coordinates cross-LTER activities.  The US LTER is the founding member of the International Long-Term Ecological Research program, which now includes over 30 countries organized in to seven regions worldwide and offers other opportunities for cross-agency involvement.
The LTER Network currently includes seven USDA FS projects with substantial involvement of USDA FS Research and National Forest System (NFS) including research by USDA FS scientists, administration of the projects, facilities development and operation, and roles of NFS personnel in implementing experiments.  NSF and USDA FS share many common interests in understanding and managing the nation’s natural resources, and in increasing integration of basic and applied research to better guide management and policy decisions for those resources.  The USDA FS and NSF enter into this SU to reflect their continued shared commitment to the LTER program to help meet these national objectives.  Under joint support of USDA FS and NSF, LTER projects conduct long-term experiments and observation programs for many scientific purposes, in the form of monitoring ecosystem change; developing and using computer models to increase understanding of ecosystems; analyzing historic data and trends; and operating data/information management systems that provide data for use by site scientists and others.  

In consideration of the above premises, the parties agree as follows:

III. The NSF shall:

1. Encourage development of the LTER program by making opportunities available for scientists to compete for funding of research, facilities development, and computing and laboratory instruments relevant to LTER.

2. Foster inter-institutional (e.g., university and Federal agency) make-up of the cadres of site scientists and administrators.

3. Communicate with USDA FS leadership concerning future development of LTER projects to foster and facilitate cooperative development of USDA FS and NSF interests in the LTER program. 

4. Assure that data sets acquired and managed with NSF funds are accessible for use by others following protocols on proprietary rights set for the LTER Network.

5. Foster cooperation and coordination among LTER projects through its support of the LTER Network.  

IV.
The USDA FS Shall:
1. Encourage participation by Research staff (scientists and administrators) and NFS personnel in research programs associated with LTER.  This can occur, for example, by providing opportunity for USDA FS scientists to participate in LTER-project and inter-project research programs.

2. Encourage cooperative management of information resources (e.g., data bases) relevant to LTER projects.  Such resources are likely to increasingly include data from widely distributed sites.

3. Assure that USDA FS data sets, developed in conjunction with LTER projects, be managed to the standards of quality and access set by NSF-LTER.

4. Communicate with NSF-LTER leadership concerning future development of USDA FS monitoring on USDA FS Experimental Forests and Ranges and elsewhere to foster cooperative development of shared NSF and USDA FS interests in detecting long-term environmental and ecosystem change.

V. It is Mutually Agreed And Understood By And Between The Parties That:

1. Nothing in this document shall obligate either the Department of Agriculture or other signatory to obligate or transfer funds.  Specific work projects or activities that involve the transfer of funds, services, or property among various agencies and office of the Department of Agriculture and other signatories will require execution of separate agreements and be contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds.  Such activities must be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.  This document does not provide such authority.  Negotiation, execution, and administration of each such agreement must comply with all applicable statutes and regulations.  This document is not intended to, and does not create, any right, benefit, trust responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity, by party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person.

2. This instrument in no way restricts the USDA FS or NSF from participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

3. Either party, in writing, may terminate the instrument in whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration.

4. Modifications within the scope of this instrument shall be made by mutual consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by both parties, prior to any changes being performed.  

5. The principle contacts for this instrument are: 

Deborah C. Hayes



Henry L. Gholz
USDA Forest Service 



Division of Environmental Biology

1400 Independence Ave SW,


National Science Foundation

Mailstop 113




4201 Wilson Blvd.

Washington, DC 20250-1113


Arlington, VA 22230

(703) 605-5284



(703) 292-1785.

This instrument is executed as of the last date of signature shown below and expires no later than September 30, 2012, at which time it is subject to review, renewal, or expiration.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this SMU as of the last written date below.

_/s/Deanna J. Stouder________                                __/s/ Henry L. Gholz___________
DEANNA J STOUDER



HENRY L GHOLZ       

Director, Environmental Science Staff

Program Manager, LTER

Research and Development



National Science Foundation
USDA Forest Service

___17 Dec 2007_________



____17 Dec 2007_______
Date 






Date

