Minutes of the LTER Executive Board Meeting
July 24, 2008; 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm EDT; by Videoconference

1. Meeting called to order at 2:10 p.m. by Chair Phil Robertson; Members attending: Ted Gragson, Peter
Groffman, Corinna Gries, Sarah Hobbie, Sally Holbrook, Dave McGuire, Steve Pennings, Bob Waide, Mark
Williams; Unavailable: Berry Lyons, Dan Reed.

2. Minutes for May 5, 2008, meeting approved by consent with one correction (item 9). A draft of the May 8 SC
Meeting minutes was circulated for initial corrections (approval by the SC will occur next year).

3. Updates

a. ULTRA is still under active discussion at NSF. Robertson and Waide summarized what they
know from recent conversations with NSF and USFS contacts. The potential for an NSF
partnership appears to remain strong.

b. NSF will convene the LNO Renewal Proposal panel in Albuquergue Sept 3-5. Robertson will
participate in the review to describe the Network’s role (through the EB) in formulating proposal
priorities and activities.

c. Robertson reported on discussions about the Climate Committee chair transition.

4. ASM Program Committee
Robertson reported that sites were successfully queried for nominees to the 2009 ASM Program Committee.
From the ca. 26 nominees Robertson and Waide have assembled a provisional group of 16 based on
disciplinary, geographic, academic age, and other considerations such as representation of IM and
Education interests. All but two have been contacted and agree to serve if appointed [post-meeting note —
remaining two have now responded positively]:

Gus Shaver (ARC) and Bob Waide (LNO), co-chairs

Adrian Burd (GCE), Chris Boone (CAP), Bob Carpenter (MCR), Jeannine Cavender-Bares (CDR),
Evelyn Gaiser (FCE), Corinna Gries (CAP), Morgan Grove (BES), Amber Hardison (VCR, grad),
Chelse Prather [LUQ, grad], Pam Templer (HBR), John Vande Castle (LNO), Ali Whitmer (SBC),
Kristen Vanderbilt (SEV), and Mark Williams (NWT).

Action: Peter Groffman moved to create an ad hoc 2009 ASM Program Committee with membership as
recommended by the Chair. Sarah Hobbie seconded, and the motion passed by unanimous consent.

5. Workgroup Proposals
Nine workgroup proposals were received in response to the mid-June call for workshop proposals to
advance decadal plan science. The call (attached) identified 3 primary criteria for funding: network-level,
ISSE-related, and inclusive with respect to the participation of multiple sites. Proposals were circulated to
EB members last week, who scored each on the basis of scientific merit and primary review criteria.
Discussion of each proposal was led by an EB member. Seven of the proposals were identified for funding.

Action: Steve Pennings moved that the 7 proposals identified as high and medium priority be funded
pending negotiations by the Chair to a) keep total funding within the $165,000 budget and b) resolve a
specific issue that arose on one of the seven proposals. The motion was seconded by Mark Williams and
passed by unanimous consent.

6. EB Meeting in Albuquerque in October-November
Robertson noted that a poll will be circulated to identify dates for an Albuguerque meeting in October -
November for post-LNO review and strategic planning, as noted in prior minutes. An Albuguerque meeting
will also allow EB members a chance to view LNO operations first-hand.



10.

Minisymposium 2009
The Science Council in May delegated authority to the EB to plan the theme and organizers for the 2009
Minisymposium. We are awaiting word from NSF on date, likely the last week of February or first week of
March. Two themes were nominated: Connectivity and Climate Change & Sustainability. Discussion
followed, with a final consensus to develop a Connectivity theme with at least one presentation to address
climate change. Potential organizing committee members were identified, including Peter Groffman who is
chairing the 2009 SC Science Program committee with the same theme.

Issues Arising
Robertson alerted the group to concerns expressed to him from NSF that LTER datasets are not as
accessible or complete as often presented. He will summarize concerns in an email and place on the next
EB meeting agenda for further discussion.

Upcoming Meetings

Sept 8 (Monday) 2-4pm EDT

dates for fall VTC meetings will be set by polling

Oct-Nov date for Fall planning workshop (Albuquerque) to be set by polling
Feb-March date for Minisymposium to be set by NSF

May 12-14, 2009 EB/SC Meeting San Diego
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Meeting adjourned 4:10 p.m.



